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WORLD WAR ONE WORKING PARTY 
 

OF THE WITNEY TOWN COUNCIL 
 

Held on Monday 6 November 2017 

At 3.00 p.m. The Council Chamber, Town Hall, Witney 

 

Present 

 

Councillor C Holliday (Chair) 

 

  Councillors:  H E Eaglestone  B J Churchill (sub J S King)   

    

Officers: Operations & Estates Officer RFO    

   Communications Officer Democratic Services Officer 

 

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

 

Apologies for their absences were received from Cllr King and Mr Mark Garwood of the 

Royal British Legion. 

 

2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

 

There were no declarations of interest at the meeting. 

 

3. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

 

There were no members of public present at the meeting. 

 

4. MINUTES OF THE MEETINGS HELD ON 19 AND 27 SEPTEMBER 2017 

 

a) Minutes 

 

The Committee received and considered the minutes of the World War One Working 

Party held on 19 and 27 September 2017. 

 
RESOLVED: that the minutes of the meetings held on 19 and 27 September 2017 be 
agreed as a correct record and signed by the Chairman. 
 

b) Matters Arising 
 
There were no matters arising from the minutes of 19 and 27 September to be discussed 
at the meeting. 
 

5. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 
 There were no members of the public present for this item. 
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7. ADDITION TO PUBLIC ARTWORK AT THE LEYS 
 

Members received and considered the report of the Administrator.  The two additional ends 
would cost £750 each.  Members thought that they were desirable and should be added. 
 
The Working Party considered which professions should be included on the memorial and 
decided that the following should be listed: 

 Glove maker 

 Blanket Worker 

 Brewer 

 Blacksmith 

 Hat Maker 

 Baker 

 Boot Maker 

 Coal Merchant 

 Sadler 

 Labourer 

 Butcher 

 Ironmonger 

 Carpenters 

 Errand Boys 

 Horseman 

 Factory Hand 
 
The Chairman advised that he might have found an additional funding source as the schools 
had been tasked to do projects on WW1, and they had thought it sensible to join in with the 
Town Council as the project was so advanced.  He would ask the schools to fund the 
Merchant Navy section of the memorial. 
 
RECOMMENDED: 
 
1. that the report be noted 
2. that Policy and Resources Committee be asked for £1, 500 of additional funding to cover 

the additional ends of the memorial 
3. that the names as listed above are included on the memorial. 

 
8. LEYS MEMORIAL STONE 
 
 Members received and considered the report of the Administrator.   
 

Members agreed the wording proposed with the addition of “1918 – 2018” underneath the 
inscription “100 years” as otherwise it did not make sense.  
 
There would be the wording from the original plaque on the wall at the top of the Leys on 
the right and the new plaque with words as described on the plan on the left, with the one 
at the rear to be a mosaic of the Merchant Navy badge.  There would not be an information 
section now. 
 
Members agreed that the memorial bench as previously selected should be purchased as no 
comparable quotes could be sourced.   
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The Working Party also discussed the metal pinnacle but were concerned about the cost.  
Cllr Eaglestone knew the owner of the metal work company, Lucy’s and would approach him 
to see if the item might be something they would like to donate. 
 
The Working Party considered the RAF Freedom Parade which would be taking place on 
Remembrance Day 2018 and agreed to request £3,000 budget for this. 
 
RECOMMENDED: 
 
1. that the report be noted; 
2. that the Working Party recommends to Full Council the commissioning of the memorial 

as per the quotation provided at a cost of £8,270; 
3. that the plaque designs as circulated be agreed with the additional wording “1918 – 

2018” included; 
4. that the badge of the Merchant Navy should be in mosaic on the reverse of the pinnacle; 
5. that the working party recommends to full council the purchase of the memorial bench 

at £752; 
6. that a budget of £3,000 is requested for the RAF Freedom Parade. 

 
9. WORLD WAR ONE CENTENARY EVENTS 
 

The Working Party received and considered an extensive list of planned events for the World 
War One Centenary. 
 
The museum and the photography group were planning an exhibition in the Corn Exchange.   
 
Members were asked to contact everyone on the circulated list of groups and organisations 
starting as straight away to get as many people involved as possible.   
 
The Communications Officer advised that the dais used by dignitaries to take the salute was 
in very bad shape and that a new one was required.  The Works Team should be able to 
construct a new one.  The Operations and Estates Officer offered to contact works suppliers 
to see if they would donate materials free of charge.   
 
Members also agreed the drafts of the letters to schools and businesses. 
 
The Working Party gave consideration to setting an additional budget for events for the year 
and agreed that £2,000 would be an appropriate amount. 
 
RECOMMENDED: 
 
1. that the report be noted; 
2. that the members of the working party contact the groups and organisations as 

circulated starting straight away to get as many people involved as possible; 
3. that a new dais be constructed by the works team, with the Operations and Estates 

Officer contacting suppliers to see if the materials could be obtained free of charge; 
4. that the letters to the schools and businesses be approved; 
5. that a budget of £2,000 was set for the centenary events. 
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10. DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 
 The date of the next meeting would be 8 January at 5pm. 
 
 

 
The meeting closed at 5.45pm. 

 
 

 


