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WORLD WAR ONE WORKING PARTY 
 

OF THE WITNEY TOWN COUNCIL 
 

Held on Monday 8 January 2018 

At 5.00 p.m. The Council Chamber, Town Hall, Witney 

 

Present 

 

Councillor C Holliday (Chair) 

 

  Councillors: H E Eaglestone  B J Churchill 

    H W Chirgwin  J S King   

    

Officers: Operations & Estates Officer     

   Administrator 

 

Others:  A Robey  R Shadbolt 

  B Paton 

 

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

 

There were no apologies of absence received for the meeting. 

 

2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

 

There were no declarations of interest at the meeting. 

 

3. MINUTES OF THE MEETINGS HELD ON 6 NOVEMBER 2017 

 

a) Minutes 

 

The Committee received and considered the minutes of the World War One Working 

Party held on 6 November 2017. 

 

Cllr Chirgwin declared that he was an apology for the meeting. 

 
RESOLVED: that the minutes of the meetings held on 6 November be agreed as 

a correct record with the above amendment and signed by the 
Chairman. 

 
b) Matters Arising 

 
There were no matters arising from the minutes of 6 November 2017 to be discussed at 
the meeting. 
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4. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 

None of the public present spoke under public participation but spoke under agenda items 

as ruled by the Chairman. 

 
5. WITNEY SCHOOLS PARTNERSHIP 
 

Members welcomed Mr Shadbolt who was representing the Witney Schools Partnership to 
the meeting. He expressed the Partnership’s intention to undertake a joint arts project that 
every school in the town could share in to create a lasting legacy for the centenary of the 
end of the First World War. He advised there was funding in the region of £8000 for a 
project and as the Town Council had already done work and commissioned a centenary 
project the partnership were keen to tie this project into the town’s commemoration. 
 
The Working Party discussed possible ideas of small mosaic poppies, a piece of artwork in 
each school and mosaic poppies by each school that could be inlaid into the ground around 
the new memorial. However, all agreed that the schools themselves should have ownership 
of the project and decide what they want to create; it could also be something that the 
newly formed Youth Council would like to be involved in. Further items to be undertaken by 
the schools are possible poster competitions and the planned poppy tribute and decorated 
soldier for Church Green. 
 
RECOMMENDED: that the Witney Schools Partnership meets with the Mosaic Artist 

commissioned by the Town Council to discuss the project and report 
back to the Working Party. 

 
 
6. LEYS MEMORIAL AND ARTWORK UPDATE 
 

Members received a verbal update from the Operations & Estates Officer and the 
Administrator and heard that a meeting had taken place with OG Stonemasonry regarding 
the new memorial. Following this, initial footings and the walls for the mosaic would be able 
to be constructed within the next few weeks. Members were also presented with a choice of 
Portland or Bath Stone from which the memorial would be constructed from.  
 
Members also heard that the memorial bench had been received from the supplier and a 
meeting would be taking place later in the week regarding a memorial arch to be 
incorporated into the memorial garden. With regard to resin gravel, the Operations & 
Estates Officer asked the Working Party to consider what kind of colour they would prefer. 

 
RECOMMENDED: that the Working Party’s preferred material is Portland stone. 
 

 
7. DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 

The Working Party agreed that the next meeting of the Working Party should be a wider 
group meeting held in the Corn Exchange with all of the interested parties coming together 
to discuss the centenary events. Members heard that items for the planned display in the 
Corn Exchange had been arranged and it was suggested that further items could be sought 
from residents in the local press. It was further agreed that meetings should be held monthly 
on the second Monday of each month up until November. 



World War One Working Party – 8 January 2018 

 

3 
 

 
RECOMMENDED: that the wider Working Party meets monthly on the second Monday 

of each month in the Gallery Room of the Corn Exchange. Dates to 
be confirmed to members by Officers. 

 
 

 
The meeting closed at 5.40pm. 

 

 
 

 


