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WORLD WAR ONE WORKING PARTY 
 

OF THE WITNEY TOWN COUNCIL 
 

Held on Monday 12 February 2018 

At 5.00 p.m. The Gallery Room, Corn Exchange, Witney 

 

Present 

 

Councillor C Holliday (Chair) 

 

 Councillors: H W Chirgwin  B J Churchill  P J Dorward   

J S King   C K Woodward 

    

Officers: Administrator  Operations & Estates Officer 

 

Others:  A Robey (Military Vehicles Trust )  B Paton (Becky Mosaics) 

   S Fenton (W Witney Women’s Institute)  D Deaney (RBL) 

  D Carpenter (Witney Masons)   J Cotton (RBL)  

  R Hollier (Witney Museum)   G Grindley (Witney Radio)

   B Lee (Witney Photo Group)   P Birkett (Witney Lions) 

  D Blackman (Witney Horticultural Society) 

 

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

 

Apologies for absence were received from Cllr H Eaglestone, L Jones (Windrush Flower Club), 

E Martin (Witney Blanket Hall), S Butcher (Thames Valley Police), F Holt (Witney 

Neighbourhood Policing Team), M Gillett (Oxfordshire Play Association) and J Huffadine 

(Witney Community Church). 

 

The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting and offered introductions from the 

representatives present. 

 

2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

 

There were no declarations of interest at the meeting. 

 

3. MINUTES OF THE MEETINGS HELD ON 8 JANUARY 2018 

 

a) Minutes 

 

The Committee received and considered the minutes of the World War One Working 

Party held on 8 January 2018. 

 

Cllr Dorward declared that he was an apology for the meeting. 
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RESOLVED: that the minutes of the meetings held on 8 January 2018 be agreed 

as a correct record with the above amendment and signed by the 
Chairman. 

 
b) Matters Arising 

 
There were no matters arising from the minutes of 8 January 2018 to be discussed at the 
meeting. 
 

4. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 

None of the public present spoke under public participation but spoke under agenda items 

as ruled by the Chairman. 

 
5. WITNEY CENTENARY EVENTS 
 

The Chairman welcomed representatives from local organisations and read the report of the 
Administrator which had been circulated prior to the meeting. Members heard that there 
were several parts to the commemoration weekend in November with opportunities for 
groups to run or assist with.  
 
Members heard that the poppy tribute had received an enthusiastic response with over 
5000 poppies having been received, even from groups in other areas such as Abingdon. 
West Witney Women’s Institute had been in contact with other local Institutes who were 
also contributing. It was suggested that after the events poppies could be made into a 
display or sewn together into a larger poppy or donated to the Royal British Legion. 
 
It was confirmed that an RAF Brize Norton Freedom Parade was planned and would 
hopefully begin at Marriott’s Shopping Centre and march to Church Green where a salute 
would be taken near to the Masonic Hall. It was suggested that they should be asked to take 
part along with other businesses in the town by raising union flags and offering period 
window displays. 
 
The Working Party worked through other suggestions for the Sunday afternoon’s events 
which would include themed activities with Oxfordshire Play Association agreeing to take 
part. There were other groups that could be approached to re-enact period pieces and put 
on performances in the church, the local rugby teams could be invited to take part in a tug of 
war competition while Cogges Manor Farm may be able to help with Edwardian games. It 
was suggested that the Witney Air cadets could be approached to offer glider making from 
polystyrene or Balsa wood which could then be decorated and flown in a competition.  
Fancy dress was also discussed and could be for young and old, military and period with a 
dressing up box provided. Witney Lions offered to put on a Hog Roast in the afternoon for 
refreshments while other groups on the town may be able to provide more. 
 
It was agreed that a breakdown of timings over the weekend would be beneficial in order for 
groups to see where they can fit in. It was also commented that other local parish councils 
had decided not to commemorate the event as Witney was already planning something a 
large event. 
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RECOMMENDED: that a timetable of the weekend’s events is prepared ready for the 
next meeting of the Working Party. 

 
that further groups are invited to take part to run events as above. 

 
 
6. WITNEY SCHOOLS PROJECT UPDATE 
 

Members received a verbal update from Becky Paton who had met with the Head Teacher 
co-ordinating the project. The schools will be creating a bespoke mosaic piece, the design 
being selected from as many possible created by children in each school. These will be 
displayed with the artwork in an exhibition over two weeks for everyone to see; it was 
agreed that this could be in the Corn Exchange or Masonic Hall, subject to the art hanging 
arrangements. The Working Party heard that the fourteen mosaics had been costed and the 
budget was very tight; it was hoped therefore, that the money included for community 
involvement from the Public Artwork funding could be used towards this purpose instead of 
a community workshop at the summer carnival. Members were reminded that the funding 
for the Schools Project was not from the Town Council and the public art funding was for a 
specific purpose but they agreed that this would constitute community involvement. It 
would involve the children in the first instance and their families would come to view it but 
the original public artwork agreement with West Oxfordshire District Council would need to 
be checked. 

 
RECOMMENDED: that the Schools Project mosaics are displayed either at the Corn 

Exchange or Masonic Hall. 
 
 that, subject to the necessary checks, the additional funds for 

community involvement and workshops from the Public Artwork 
funding be used towards the Schools Partnership Project; Should 
this not be applicable, the summer workshop at the carnival will still 
take place. 

 
7. LEYS MEMORIAL PLAQUES 
 

The Working Party received the report of the Administrator containing quotes for the Leys 
Memorial plaques. Although it was agreed that bronze would be the most durable material 
to use, members thought that Portland stone plaques would complement the memorial and 
match the original plaque at the entrance to the churchyard. The cost of these did fall within 
the previously agreed budget but grant funding should still be sought. Members also 
discussed the possibility, as raised, of selling the knitted poppies after the event with the 
proceeds either being donated to the Royal British Legion or off-setting the cost of the 
memorial and plaques. 
 
Members also received a quote, as circulated prior to the meeting, from Continental 
Landscapes for planting of Peace Roses around the new memorial. It was confirmed that 
maintenance would be written into the Town Council’s Grounds Maintenance Contract at an 
annual additional cost of £95.22. 
 
RECOMMENDED: that the Working Party recommends that the quote from OG 

Stonemasonry for two inscribed Portland stone plaques totalling 
£1978+VAT be agreed; that in the first instance grant funding is 
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sought to cover this amount, but if not the funding is to be from the 
previously agreed budget for the project. 

 
 that the council considers selling the hand-made poppies with the 

proceeds off-setting the cost of the plaques and memorial. Any 
additional going towards a ring-fenced budget for future 
maintenance. 

 
 that the Council agrees to the planting of Peace Roses by 

Continental Landscapes to the sum of £1332.72 
 

 
The meeting closed at 6.20pm. 

 

 
 

 


