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WORLD WAR ONE WORKING PARTY 
 

OF THE WITNEY TOWN COUNCIL 
 

Held on Monday 12 March 2018 

At 5.00 p.m. The Gallery Room, Corn Exchange, Witney 

 

Present 

 

Councillor C Holliday (Chair) 

 

 Councillors: H W Chirgwin  B J Churchill  H B Eaglestone  

   J S King    

    

Officers: Administrator  Operations & Estates Officer 

 

Others:  A Robey (Military Vehicles Trust )  B Paton (Becky Mosaics) 

   S Fenton (W Witney Women’s Institute)  P Birkett (Witney Lions) 

  D Carpenter (Witney Masonic Centre)  M Caffrey (Witney ATC)  

  J Clements (Witney Memorial Author))  S Butcher (TVP) 

  L Jones (Windrush Flower Club) 

 

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

 

Apologies for absence were received from Cllr P Dorward, M Gillett (OPA), R Hollier (Witney 

Museum), G Grindley (Witney Radio), S Nisbett, (Witney Schools Partnership), S Bowers 

(Witney Masons) and S Hookham (TVP). 

 

The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting and offered introductions from the 

representatives present. 

 

2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

 

There were no declarations of interest at the meeting. 

 

3. MINUTES OF THE MEETINGS HELD ON 12 FEBRUARY 2018 

 

a) Minutes 

 

The Committee received and considered the minutes of the World War One Working 

Party held on 12 February 2018. 

 
RESOLVED: that the minutes of the meeting held on 12 February 2018 be 

agreed as a correct record and signed by the Chairman. 
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b) Matters Arising 
 
There were no matters arising from the minutes of 12 February 2018 to be discussed at 
the meeting. 
 

4. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 

None of the public present spoke under public participation but spoke under agenda items 

as ruled by the Chairman. 

 
5. WITNEY CENTENARY EVENTS UPDATE 
 

The Chairman presented a schedule of the weekend’s events which had been prepared by 
the Administrator and circulated prior to the meeting. It contained draft timings of the day 
and slots which other organisations may be able to fill, in particular with regard to the RAF 
Freedom Parade and its starting position. The representative for Witney Lions advised that 
in order to set up a Hog Roast, in-situ access would be needed the day before which was 
agreed by the Operations and Estates Officer. 
 
It was confirmed that an exhibition will be held in the Corn Exchange which will include the 
fourteen Schools Partnership mosaic pieces of artwork. The use of the Masonic Hall for lunch 
for the RAF Squadron and dignitaries was discussed but confirmation would be needed from 
the Centre itself on availability, and any catering would need to be carried out by the 
Centre’s agreed caterers. An exhibition in the front of the building of the memorial pre-
drawings and photo progress boards was also a possibility. 
 
Members heard that the number of hand-made poppies for the tribute had now reached 
over half of the target of 15,000 and were still coming in, in particular from the West Witney 
Women’s Institute. 
 
RECOMMENDED: that contact is made with the Masonic Centre to confirm that 

Sunday 11th November is available. 
 
6. LEYS MEMORIAL UPDATE 
 

Members received a verbal update from the Operations and Estates Officer to advise that 
the formers for the walls and base were now in place and the foundations all dug out ready 
to be poured with concrete. There had been a delay in this part of the process due to the 
poor weather conditions of the previous weeks. 
 
Mrs Jones from the Windrush Flower Club advised the Working Party that the group would 
no longer be able to fund a new stone planter to enhance the original Leys plaque at the 
entrance to the churchyard from the Leys. This was due to escalating costs and concerns 
over planting conditions and possible vehicle damage. The group would however still like to 
erect a memorial bench on the Leys near to the Centenary Memorial. It was agreed that this 
was a good idea and would need to be referred to the Community Services Committee for 
agreement. 
 
A member advised that the church was currently asking for sponsors for stars that had been 
painted in a formation on the Chancel ceiling; these marked the exact moment in time a 
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military plane had clipped the St Mary’s spire. Members remarked that this may have been 
the Second World War and not the First. 

 
RECOMMENDED: that the request to erect a memorial bench by the Windrush Flower 

Club on the Leys be referred to the Community Services Committee. 
 

 

 
The meeting closed at 5.25pm. 

 

 
 

 


