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WORLD WAR ONE WORKING PARTY 
 

OF THE WITNEY TOWN COUNCIL 
 

Held on Monday 9 April 2018 

At 5.00 p.m. The Gallery Room, Corn Exchange, Witney 

 

Present 

 

Councillor C Holliday (Chair) 

 

 Councillors: H W Chirgwin  B J Churchill  H B Eaglestone  

   P J Dorward  D Temple   

    

Officers: Administrator  Operations & Estates Officer 

 

Others:  B Paton (Becky Mosaics)    D Deaney (Witney RBL) 

   S Fenton (W Witney Women’s Institute)  B Lee (Witney Photo Group) 

D Carpenter (Masonic Centre)   J Cotton (Witney RBL)  

  J Clements (Witney Memorial Author))  S Bowers (Masonic Centre) 

  L Jones (Windrush Flower Club) 

   

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

 

Apologies for absence were received from Cllr J S King, P Birkett (Witney Lions), A Robey 

(Military Vehicles Trust), M Gillett (OPA), R Hollier (Witney Museum), S Butcher (TVP), J 

Huffadine (Witney Community Church), M Caffrey (2120 Witney ATC), G Clements (Witney 

The Rifles ACF) 

 

2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

 

There were no declarations of interest at the meeting. 

 

3. MINUTES OF THE MEETINGS HELD ON 12 MARCH 2018 

 

a) Minutes 

 

The Committee received and considered the minutes of the World War One Working 

Party held on 12 March 2018. 

 
RESOLVED: that the minutes of the meeting held on 12 March 2018 be agreed 

as a correct record and signed by the Chairman. 
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b) Matters Arising 
 
Minute no. 5 – The Administrator advised that contact had been made with The Masonic 
Centre and the hall had been booked for Sunday 11th November. 
 
Minute no. 6 – The Administrator advised that the request by Windrush Flower Club to 
erect a memorial bench on The Leys Recreation ground near to the new Centenary 
Memorial had been agreed by the Witney Town Council Community Services committee. 
 

4. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 

Lyn Jones of the Windrush Flower Club asked what the future of the new Centenary 

Memorial would be in following years. It was agreed that the main town war memorial 

would continue to hold the main remembrance service but further discussion on the future 

of its use for remembrance services would be needed. 

 
5. WITNEY CENTENARY EVENTS UPDATE 
 

The Chairman presented the report of the Administrator as circulated prior to the meeting. 
It contained an update on each of the events planned over the weekend and what further 
assistance was needed. 
 
Members heard that over 10,000 poppies had now been received for the poppy tribute and 

further craft afternoons were being planned. A member suggested that road closure railings 

could be used to attach poppies; this would facilitate continuous poppies over road 

crossings. The closures could also take place from 9am instead of 10am for safety of 

volunteers. It was also advised that a purple poppy wreath will be laid during the 

remembrance service to remember the animals that were lost during wars. 

 

Discussion took place on the possibility of school groups performing at the dedication of the 

Centenary memorial, the recording of names on the war memorial by local schoolchildren 

and a binder with pages for each of those on the memorial to be available on the day and 

subsequently in the Town Hall. 

 
RECOMMENDED: 1. that the report be noted; 
 

2. that the Chairman contacts the Logistics Corps regarding 
additional camouflage nets, 

 
 3.  that the Chairman contacts the Head of the Oxfordshire Schools 

Partnership regarding the recording of names listed on the War 
Memorial’, 

  
 4. that School choirs are approached regarding the dedication of the 

new Centenary Memorial, 
 
 5. that a binder with the details of those listed on the War Memorial 

be created in time for Remembrance Sunday. 
 



World War One Working Party – 9
th

 April 2018 

 

3 
 

 
 
6. WITNEY SCHOOLS PARTNERSHIP PROJECTS 
 

Becky Paton advised the Working Party that nearly all of the schools in the Partnership had 
contacted her to take part in the schools mosaic project.  
 
Members received the report of the Administrator circulated to elected members prior to 
the meeting. It was advised that written confirmation had been received after the agenda 
had been issued that the community workshop funding as part of the Public Art commission 
could be used towards the mosaic schools workshops for the Schools Partnership project 
providing that Becky Mosaics is clear on the context of the project and commission with the 
schools. 
 
The Working Party also considered the possibility of funding cut-out wooden soldiers for the 
schools in the partnership which fall outside the Town boundary. The members felt that as 
they are such close proximity, soldiers from outside of the town would have travelled along 
the same route and the events in November will be a direct benefit to residents in helping 
commemorate the heritage of the township. 

 
RECOMMENDED:           1. that the report be noted; 
 

2. that the request to use community workshop funds towards 
school workshops of the Schools Partnership Project be 
formally agreed after clarification from West Oxfordshire 
District Council, 

 
3. that the Town Council offers wooden cut-out soldiers to 

decorate for the remembrance weekend to those schools in 
the Witney Schools Partnership, but outside the town 
boundary. 

 
7. LEYS MEMORIAL UPDATE 
 

Members received the report of the Administrator circulated to elected members prior to 
the meeting. A discussion was held regarding the Merchant Navy badge on the rear of the 
memorial; it was confirmed that this would be very difficult and vulnerable to vandalism so it 
was agreed that quotes for plaques with wording and the badge should be sought. 
 
The Working Party also heard that a meeting had taken place with Lucy Castings who had 
generously offered to construct two cast-iron posts to form an arch to sit over the memorial 
bench at the rear of the garden. Further work was needed and progress would be reported 
at the next meeting. It was agreed that an Information Board explaining the purpose of the 
memorial could have sponsors names included around the outside. 
 
Members received a verbal update from the Operations and Estates Officer to advise that 
the formers for the walls and base were now in place and the foundations all dug out ready 
to be poured with concrete. There had been a delay in this part of the process due to the 
poor weather conditions of the previous weeks. The Working Party also agreed that the 
colour of the resin gravel at the base of the memorial should be dark in colour which would 
match the colours of the mosaic. 
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RECOMMENDED: 1.  that the report be noted; 
  

2. that quotations are sought for a pre-cast plaque for the rear 
of the memorial bearing the words Merchant Navy, its 
badge and the dates 1914-1918 in time for the next 
meeting, 

 
3. that the colour of the gravel resin be black, 
 
4. that the memorial arch measurements are submitted to 

Lucy Castings for fabrication, 
 
5. that quotations are sought for an Information Board at the 

Memorial. 
 

 

 
The meeting closed at 5.46pm. 

 

 
 

 


