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WORLD WAR ONE WORKING PARTY 
 

OF THE WITNEY TOWN COUNCIL 
 

Held on Monday 11 June 2018 

At 5.00 p.m. The Gallery Room, Corn Exchange, Witney 

 

Present 

 

Councillor C Holliday (Chair) 

 

 Councillors: H W Chirgwin  B J Churchill  H B Eaglestone  

   P J Dorward  D Temple  J S King 

    

Officers: PA to the Mayor & Town Clerk   Operations & Estates Officer 

  Communications Officer 

 

Others:  B Paton (Becky Mosaics)    D Deaney (Witney RBL) 

   S Fenton (W Witney Women’s Institute)  P Birkett (Witney Lions) 

D Carpenter (Masonic Centre)   B Goodwyn (Witney Lions) 

  S Bowers (Masonic Centre)   R Hollier (Witney Museum) 

B Wright (Rotary Club of Witney)  PCSO Holt C8124 (TVP) 

T Licence (Witney CP School)   PCSO Tutty C9741 (TVP) 

T Robey (Military Vehicles Trust)  S Morgan (Richmond Villages) 

  G Shelton (Lower Windrush Group) 

   

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

 

Apologies for absence were received from, M Gillett (OPA), S Hookham (TVP), M Caffrey 

(2120 Witney ATC), G Clements (Witney The Rifles ACF), L Jones (Windrush Flower Club), J 

Cotton (RBL), and Mr B Lee (Witney Photo Group). 

 

2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

 

There were no interests declared at the meeting. 

 

3.  ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN 

 

RESOLVED: Following proposition and being carried by voting members, Cllr Chris 

Holliday was duly elected Chairman of the Working Party for the ensuing 

municipal year. 
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4. MINUTES OF THE MEETINGS HELD ON 9 APRIL 2018 

 

a) Minutes 

 

The Committee received and considered the minutes of the World War One Working 

Party held on 9 April 2018. 

 
RESOLVED: that the minutes of the meeting held on 9 April 2018 be agreed as a 

correct record and signed by the Chairman. 
 

b) Matters Arising 
 
There were no matters arising from the minutes of the meeting held on 9 April 2018. 
 

5. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 

No members of the public spoke under public participation. 

 
6. WITNEY CENTENARY EVENTS UPDATE 
 

The Chairman presented the report of the PA to the Town Clerk which was circulated at the 
meeting. It contained updates on events planned over the weekend including: The Royal 
British Legion Service of Remembrance, the RAF Brize Norton Freedom Parade, an afternoon 
of events on the Leys, the dedication of the new Leys Centenary Memorial, an afternoon of 
events in St Mary’s Church and the National Beacon Bonfire Lighting.  
 
Members considered the updates and agreed that any groups or organisations wanting to 
take part in the events would need to have contacted the Working Party by the time of the 
next meeting, the time and date of this being amended from the schedule to encourage 
further attendance. Suggestions were made regarding other groups that had indicated a 
willingness to be involved with the Fire Cadets being asked if they would like to man the 
bonfire and Witney Round Table being asked to provide drinks. Members also proposed that 
Witney’s twinned towns are presented with a schedule of the evets and invited to take part 
along with local Diocesan Bishops. 
 
RECOMMENDED: 1. that the report be noted; 
  
 2. that the date and time of the next meeting be amended to 

Tuesday 10th July at 6.30pm 
 
 3.  that the Witney Fire Cadets are invited to look after the bonfire 

and Witney Round Table be invited to offer a drinks stall; 
 

4. that the local Bishops and Witney’s twinned towns be invited to 
take part in the commemorations. 
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7. WITNEY SCHOOLS PROJECTS UPDATE 
 

The Working Party received and considered the update of the PA to the Town Clerk as 
circulated prior to the meeting. They heard that there had been great enthusiasm for the 
cut-out soldier project in the Church Green flowerbeds with most of the schools in the 
Witney Schools Partnership wanting to take part. Members heard that the soldiers would be 
delivered in the first week of the autumn term and collected at the end of October. 
Members also received an update on the schools’ mosaic project and pictures of completed 
pieces from some of the schools were circulated. Following a query, the Working Party 
agreed that the schools’ mosaics should be displayed in the Corn Exchange for longer that 
the remembrance weekend if this was possible and it was confirmed that any hand-made 
poppies should be delivered to the Town Hall. 

 
RECOMMENDED:           1. that the report be noted; 
 

2. that when the schools are written to regarding the cut-out 
soldier delivery it should they should be advised of the 
display and its dates and timings in the corn exchange. 

 
8. LEYS MEMORIAL UPDATE 
 

Members received the report of the PA to the Town Clerk as circulated to the working party 
prior to the meeting. The Working Party were advised that the walls of the new monument 
had been cast and the base work was complete. There had been a delay with the proposed 
memorial arch as calculations had not yet been supplied by the Town Council’s architects, 
but this would hopefully be provided soon. Members received the quotations for a 
Merchant Navy plaque and information board both of which were desirable. The Working 
Party was also advised that the nearby memorial bench which was being purchased by the 
Windrush Flower Club had been delayed due to unforeseen circumstances. The purchase 
and donation of this would however be taking place soon. 

 
RECOMMENDED: 1.  that the report be noted; 
  

2. that the Working Party requests an additional £600 from 
Witney Town Council to cover the cost of the Merchant 
Navy Plaque and Information Board per the agreed quotes. 

 
9.  WITNEY POPPY TRIBUTE UPDATE 
 

The Working Party received and considered the report of the PA to the Town Clerk as 
circulated prior to the meeting. Members heard that the number of hand-made poppies 
made by the residents of Witney and beyond had been overwhelming. A target of 15,000 
had been agreed but had now been well surpassed. Members heard that poppies would still 
be gratefully received but knitters now needed to be encouraged to create stems that 
poppies could be attached to. A craft afternoon was arranged for the 28th June which would 
be advertised.  
 
The Working Party also agreed that an official plan of what to do with the poppies once 
remembrance was over. Ideas included; offering a portion to the museum, to the schools, to 
local crafting groups, inviting groups to ask for poppies and creation of card-sized keep-sakes 
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were all discussed and subsequently agreed. It was noted that the Royal British Legion 
should benefit in some way from the poppies. 
 
 
RECOMMENDED: 1.  that the report be noted; 
  

2. that the Craft afternoon to make green poppy stems and 
attaching them to the nets on 28th June be advertised; 

 
3. that the Council investigate the suggestions on how to 

dispose of the poppies as agreed. 
 

 

 
The meeting closed at 5.47pm. 

 

 
 

 


