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WORLD WAR ONE WORKING PARTY 
 

OF THE WITNEY TOWN COUNCIL 
 

Held on Tuesday 10 July 2018 

At 6.30 p.m. The Main Hall, Corn Exchange, Witney 

 

Present 

 

Councillor C Holliday (Chair) 

 

 Councillors: H B Eaglestone  P J Dorward  J S King   

    

Officers: PA to the Mayor & the Town Clerk 

 

Others:  T Robey (Military Vehicles Trust)  D Deaney (Witney RBL) 

   L Jones (Windrush Flower Club)   B Lee (Witney Photo Group) 

D Carpenter (Masonic Centre)   J Cotton (Witney RBL)  

  Flt Lt M Caffrey (2120 RAF Cadets)  B Goodwin (Witney Lions) 

   

  

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

 

Apologies for absence were received from Cllr B J Churchill, Cllr H W Chirgwin, P Birkett 

(Witney Lions), M Gillett (OPA), R Hollier (Witney Museum), S Butcher (TVP), S Fenton (W 

Witney Women’s Institute), S Morgan (Richmond Villages), B Paton (Becky Mosaics), S 

Bowers (Witney Masonic Centre), M Tooley (Witney Boy’s Brigade), J Eustace (Rotary Club of 

Witney), Witney Police Cadets representative. 

 

2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

 

There were no declarations of interest at the meeting. 

 

3. MINUTES OF THE MEETINGS HELD ON 11 JUNE 2018 

 

a) Minutes 

 

The Committee received and considered the minutes of the World War One Working 

Party held 11 June 2018. 

 
RESOLVED: that the minutes of the meeting held on 11 June 2018 be agreed as 

a correct record and signed by the Chairman. 
 
 
 

 



World War One Working Party – 10
 
July 2018 

 

2 
 

b) Matters Arising 
 
Minute no. 7.2 – The Officer advised that the schools in the Witney Partnership had 
been written to advising that cut out soldiers would be delivered in the first week of 
September and collected in the last week of October. 

 
4. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 

None of the public present spoke under public participation but spoke under agenda items 

as ruled by the Chairman. 

 
5. WITNEY CENTENARY EVENTS UPDATE 
 

The Officer advised since the last meeting Witney Boy’s Brigade had offered to loan an 
embroidered roll of honour currently on display in the Methodist Church to the exhibition in 
the Corn Exchange during the remembrance weekend. 
 
Members heard the catering and bar had been booked for the dinner in the Corn Exchange 
on the evening of 10th November. A discussion on the entertainment took place with the 
cost and availability of potential performers being discussed. It was also advised that the 
catering for the Freedom Parade lunch was confirmed.  
 
The Working Party was advised about planned events and activities being offered by 2120 
(Witney) Squadron RAF Cadets on 11th November and of interest from Brize Norton Military 
Wives Choir, Witney Fire Service and Witney Police Cadets. In relation to the RAF and Army 
cadets, it was agreed that as the children would be on duty from early in the day to late 
afternoon, lunch should be provided. 
 
RECOMMENDED: 1. that the entertainment for the WW1 100 Dinner is investigated 

further before being booked; 
 

2. that a budget of £500 is requested from the Town Council 
towards lunch for the Cadet Forces and staff on 11th November. 

 
6. LEYS MEMORIAL UPDATE 
 

Members were advised that the plinths to hold the new mosaics would be rendered within 
the coming weeks ready for the mosaic to be applied, although after a site visit the mosaicist 
had confirmed she could begin without the render. The resin gravel had also been delivered 
and the base for a memorial bench funded by Windrush Flower Club would be installed in 
the coming weeks, the plaque also being delivered from the club within that time. 
 
In response to a member’s question, the Officer advised that there had been a delay in 
engineering calculations for the proposed memorial arch that had previously been offered 
by Lucy Castings. It was a concern from all involved and it was agreed that if they were not 
provided in the coming days alternative professionals should be employed. 
 
The Officer advised that the merchant navy plaque for the monument had been 
commissioned and asked members to make a decision on the background and border 
colour. Members agreed that this should be in consultation with an absent member of the 
Working Party. 
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The Chairman advised he had met with the Operations and Estates Officer and Mr Robey on 
the site to take delivery of a metal soldier being donated to the memorial by the latter. The 
Working Party expressed their thanks for this donation which would be a fitting addition. 
The officer raised a health and safety issue on behalf of the Operations and Estates Officer 
regarding sharp areas which had caused concern due to health and safety but the Working 
Party felt the concerns were unfounded. 
 
The Working Party heard of a Commonwealth War Graves initiative that provides signs free 
of charge for any burial sites containing war graves. Members agreed that the Town Council 
should apply for a sign for Tower Hill cemetery but understood it may not be erected in time 
for the November commemorations. 
 
Finally, members heard that the Town Council would be manning a stall at the Witney 
Carnival to promote the work of the Working Party, the commemorations and Memorial and 
that all members were welcome to come along and join in with a children’s paper mosaic 
poppy-making activity. 

 
RECOMMENDED: 1. that the memorial arch calculations should be urgently finalised 

and if this was not possible with the Council’s architects alternative 
professional advice should be sought; 

 
2. that the decision on background colour of the Merchant Navy 
Plaque be discussed with Cllr H W Chirgwin; 

 
 3. that the Town Council applies for a Commonwealth War Graves 

site sign. 
 

7. POPPY TRIBUTE UPDATE 
 

The Officer advised members that the Council currently had nearly 23,000 hand-made 
poppies and thoughts were turning towards attaching them to camouflage nets and stems. 
There was concern from the Working Party that with so many poppies, there was relatively 
little time to complete this before November. It was confirmed that two ‘poppy sessions’ 
had been arranged for the morning of 26th July and the evening of 7th August, with air cadet 
assistance being offered for the latter. 

 
RECOMMENDED: 1.  that the planned poppy attaching days on 26th July and 7th August 

be promoted. 
 

 

 
The meeting closed at 6.59pm. 

 

 
 

 


