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UK’s first-ever Tiny Forest seeks to deliver big benefits 
for people and the environment

PHOTOCALL: 
11.30am on Saturday 14 March 2020 
Eton Close, Witney, Oxfordshire OX28 3GB

Environmental charity Earthwatch Europe and Witney Town Council have partnered to plant the UK’s first-ever Tiny Forest in Witney, Oxfordshire, on Saturday 14 March, in a joint response to the climate and ecological emergency.

On planting day, dozens of staff, councillors and volunteers from the local community will plant 600 trees in the town, on a plot the size of a tennis court.  Mimicking native woodland, this small, fast-growing, and dense forest is ideal for urban areas where space is limited.

Our cities are under increasing pressure from extreme weather events such as floods and heatwaves, as well as biodiversity loss.  These issues have serious and long-term impacts on the environment, economy and society, and are only expected to worsen in the face of climate change and rapidly growing urban populations.

However, Tiny Forests provide an innovative, nature-based solution to these challenges, with direct links to local government and businesses’ climate and biodiversity strategies.  Despite their small size, they deliver significant tangible benefits, including flood mitigation, improved air quality, noise reduction near busy roads, havens for wildlife, and spaces for people to connect with nature.  

Scientific modelling shows that just four years after planting, a single Tiny Forest will:
· Grow up to 5x faster compared to traditional monoculture tree-planting schemes
· Absorb up to 30x more carbon compared to traditional planting schemes
· Attract more than 500 species of animals and plants - in addition to those planted
· Process 30,000 litres of rainfall
· Improve air quality through dust reduction
· Provide up to 30x better noise reduction compared to traditional planting schemes
· Help with thermal comfort 

Victor Beumer, Senior Research Lead at Earthwatch Europe says: “We are excited to be planting a Tiny Forest, the first of its kind in the UK, in partnership with Witney Town Council.  At a time when it seems impossible to overcome the enormous challenge of the climate and ecological crisis, Tiny Forests offer a collaborative natural solution with far-reaching benefits.  We hope to inspire individuals, businesses and government to take environmental action, by supporting a Tiny Forest in their local area.”  

Witney Town Councillor Vicky Gwatkin adds: “The global environmental crisis focuses the mind but also provides a tremendous opportunity to think outside the box, giving us the confidence to experiment and try new things.  Tiny Forests demonstrate that, far from being a sacrifice, the shift to ‘green’ can actually provide a range of other community benefits.  It is a privilege for Witney to have the UK’s first Tiny Forest and massive thanks to Earthwatch and the efforts of our own council officers for enabling this to happen.”

The UK’s first Tiny Forest is based on a forest management methodology developed in the 1970s by Japanese botanist Dr Akira Miyawaki.  Indian engineer and entrepreneur Shubhendu Sharma, CEO of Afforestt reinvigorated the technique in the 2010s.  Over 3,000 forests have been planted worldwide using Miyawaki’s methodology. Earthwatch is rolling out the concept in the UK with the support of IVN Nature Education, a Dutch organisation that has successfully planted close to 100 Tiny Forests in the Netherlands, which has a similar climate to Britain’s.

This forest pilot will be followed closely by a second one, which Earthwatch is planting in partnership with Oxford City Council in Oxford, at the end of March.  The charity is seeking other visionary sponsors and land owners to help bring hundreds more Tiny Forests to the UK.
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Notes to Editors
About Earthwatch Europe - https://earthwatch.org.uk/working-with-business/tiny-forests?utm_source=TFpressrelease&utm_medium=organic&utm_campaign=Tiny%20Forest
Earthwatch is an environmental charity with science at its heart. We drive the change needed to live within our means and in balance with nature. We do this by: 
· connecting people with the natural world
· monitoring the health of our natural resources
· informing the actions that will have the greatest positive impact. 
Climate resilience and biodiversity in urban settings is one of five key environmental challenges we are addressing in our five-year strategy.  Because, with two thirds of the world’s population projected to live in cities by 2050, humanity needs to urgently adapt to the climate crisis and biodiversity loss, and nature actually has many of the answers we need.  And because the United Nations’ Sustainable Development Goal (SDGs) 11, agreed in 2015, pledges to “make cities and human settlements inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable”.

About Witney Town Council - http://www.witney-tc.gov.uk/
Witney Town Council is the third tier of Local Government for Witney. Established in 1974, it serves a population of more than 28,000 residents.  There are six electoral wards within the town boundary and 17 elected town councillors who form the democratically elected body.

Witney Town Council declared a Climate Emergency in June 2018 and is committed to ensuring that the town does everything possible to become net-zero carbon neutral and to ensure a cleaner and better future for its residents. 




