
At the Annual Council Meeting last night, the Mayoral
Chain of Office was passed to Cllr Jane Doughty. Jane
has had a busy and successful year serving as Deputy
Mayor, carrying out the role with dedication and
enthusiasm, and has been a tremendous support to the
outgoing Mayor, Cllr Andy Bailey throughout the year.
She is now looking forward to taking on the role of
Mayor for the year ahead. Her new Deputy Mayor is Cllr
Sandra Simpson.
You can find out all you need to know about our new
Mayor on their dedicated webpage and can book them
for your event: www.witney-tc.gov.uk
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Witney’s New Mayor
Cllr Jane Doughty

Mayor Jane Doughty at the Corn Exchange
Witney

To request the Mayor at an event please complete the Booking the Mayor Form on our
website or contact the Mayor’s Diary secretary loraine.harwood@witney-tc.gov.uk

Professionally, Jane brings a
background in finance and
administration to her public service.
She is a Finance Officer at the
University of Oxford within the
Department of Biology. Her local
governance experience includes
serving on the Audit and
Governance Committee, the
Licensing Committee, the Finance
and Management Overview and
Scrutiny Committee, and planning
and community-based committees.

Jane Doughty was elected Mayor of Witney in 2026,
bringing nearly 20 years of experience representing
local residents in government. She has lived in Witney
for more than 35 years with her husband, Geoff, who is
also a local councillor.

Jane is committed to fostering a strong, supportive
community in Witney. In her dual role as a Town and
District councillor, she works closely with residents and
supports organisations serving young people, older
people and families. As Deputy Mayor in the previous
year, she frequently represented the town at regional
community and charity events.

Mayor Jane Doughty with shop owners and staff at the Shake
Shop in Witney

The Mayor’s chosen charities for this year, Oasis and Witney Day Centre.

The Oxfordshire Autistic Society for Information and Support (OASIS) provides vital services and
supports families raising children and young people with autism through activities, playdays, and
community support, helping to reduce isolation and build local connections.

The Witney Day Centre provides companionship, activities, meals, and support for older
residents, helping people stay connected and reducing social isolation. It is run largely by
volunteers. 

Together, these charities reflect the strong sense of community support and practical care that
exists across Witney and Oxfordshire.

https://www.witney-tc.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/Booking-the-Mayor-AB.docx
mailto:loraine.harwood@witney-tc.gov.uk
https://democracy.witney-tc.gov.uk/mgRofI.aspx?UID=217&FID=-1&HPID=0


Witney Town Council is proud to announce that it
has been awarded the Silver Level in the National
Association of Local Councils (NALC) Local
Council Award Scheme, recognising the Council’s
continued commitment to transparency, sound
financial management, strong governance, and
meaningful community engagement alongside a
commitment to the ongoing development and
support of staff and councillors.

This achievement builds on the Council attaining
Bronze accreditation in April 2025 and places Witney
Town Council among a small number of councils in
Oxfordshire to receive recognition under the
scheme.

The Local Council Award Scheme is a peer-assessed
programme designed to support councils at every
stage of their improvement journey, while 
recognising those operating at the forefront of the
sector. It celebrates local councils that demonstrate
high standards, effective service delivery, and a
commitment to continuous improvement.

Achieving Silver status reflects the Council’s
dedication to delivering professional services in line
with best practice, while continuing to innovate and
seek new opportunities for the benefit of the
community.

Cllr Ruth Smith Leader of Witney Town Council was delighted with the new Silver status,

“I am immensely proud the Town Council has attained the NALC Silver Award, which recognises its high standards
of governance, service delivery, and professionalism in line with Parish & Town Council sector expectations. This
achievement reflects the dedication, professionalism, and expertise of staff in supporting the work and priorities
of the Council for the benefit of Witney.

Witney Town Council looks forward to working positively and collaboratively with the future unitary authority for
our area to support the best outcomes for the town and its residents. Gold next!.”

Witney Town Council Reaches Silver
Accreditation Milestone



Witney Town Council Celebrates St George’s Day

A huge thank you to everyone who helped make our St George’s Day family event such a
beautiful occasion, filled with the happiest and most relaxed vibe. It was wonderful to see so
many people coming together and enjoying everything on offer from street games and
crafting and great music and food!

From the football skills sessions with Witney
Vikings to the fantastic music throughout the
day, the traditional folk sounds of Witney
Township Waits, the summery hits from
Witney Vocals, and the brilliant sing-and-
clap-alongs with Witney Guitar Club — there
was truly something for everyone.

The Shake Shop provided us with wonderful
St George-themed sweet jar quiz prizes, and
Blizzard Security for provided additional first
aid cover and security services, helping to
ensure the event was safe and enjoyable for
all.

A special thank you to Sausage Bros for
serving up incredible sausage and mash,
Smarts Fish and Chips and the staff of 1863
for producing some very special English food
favourites for the occasion. Witney museum
hosted a brilliant dragon-making workshop on
Saturday, and Sonia, one of their volunteers,
led two fascinating White Wool, Red Cross
heritage walks that brought our town’s history
to life in such an engaging way.

We were also incredibly proud to welcome
Oxfordshire Fire and Rescue from Witney Fire
Station, South Central Ambulance Service, and
Lowland Rescue Oxfordshire, who
represented our local frontline services —
true modern-day heroes.

St George’s Flag Raising with the mayor, councillors, and the
town crier
St George’s Flag Raising with the mayor, councillors, and the
town crier

Fire Engine brought by the Oxfordshire Fire and Rescue
Service
Fire Engine brought by the Oxfordshire Fire and Rescue
Service



We’d like to acknowledge the valuable support
of our Town Crier, Jean, and to the Mayor of
Witney, Cllr Andy Bailey, and Deputy Mayor,
Cllr Jane Doughty, for joining us on the day
and introducing the event.

A big shout out to our local primary schools
for their fantastic creativity in imagining what
Witney’s very own dragon would look like. The
entries were wonderful.

We also loved seeing the imaginative Best
Shop Window displays, and congratulations to
Deborah at Country Bathrooms and Tiles,
whose winning window gave a whole new
meaning to “bath (k)night”!

We are indebted to Windrush Radio for
keeping the music and banter going
throughout the day.

Most of all, we want to say thank you to
everyone who came along and made the day
so special — your energy and smiles made it
what it was.

Lowland Rescue Oxfordshire with their Search DogsLowland Rescue Oxfordshire with their Search Dogs

Witney Guitar Club performingWitney Guitar Club performing

Chrildren’s Artwork ExhibitionChrildren’s Artwork Exhibition



Witney Town Council at Witney CarnivalWitney Town Council at Witney Carnival

www.witney-tc.gov.ukwww.witney-tc.gov.uk

Look for our logo, and you'll discover plenty of
activities at our Witney Carnival stall this year!

Vote for your favourite planted wheelbarrow as
part of the Schools In Bloom initiative. 
Explore some of our green initiatives. 
Engage in conversations with the Witney Youth
Council about the changes young people wish to
see in Witney and their plans for the future!
Take our satisfaction survey - just moments to
complete.
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see in Witney and their plans for the future!
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Join us at the Leys! While you're there, be sure to
check out the newly opened Courtside and explore
their impressive range of facilities. You can also take a
refreshing dip at the Splash Park or enjoy some laps at
the Skate Park.

Join us at the Leys! While you're there, be sure to
check out the newly opened Courtside and explore
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Last year’s Schools Wheelbarrows at
Witney Carnival (2025)
Last year’s Schools Wheelbarrows at
Witney Carnival (2025)

A Wheelbarrow from a Witney Primary
School last year (2025)
A Wheelbarrow from a Witney Primary
School last year (2025)

Be Our Guest?Be Our Guest?
Each year we offer a barrow to a charity or not for profit
organisation working with young or vulnerable people in Witney.
If you’d like to be considered contact info@witney-tc.gov.uk.

Each year we offer a barrow to a charity or not for profit
organisation working with young or vulnerable people in Witney.
If you’d like to be considered contact info@witney-tc.gov.uk.



What’s happening in
our Green Spaces?
What’s happening in
our Green Spaces?

Windrush Cemetery Wildflower Area
(The Tulip Tree at Langdale Hall, right)
Windrush Cemetery Wildflower Area
(The Tulip Tree at Langdale Hall, right)

Witney Town Council Works Team Planting Summer Flower BedsWitney Town Council Works Team Planting Summer Flower Beds

Interested in volunteering?Interested in volunteering?
The Green Spaces team are always looking for help with the
many tasks they do on a daily basis. If you like working outside
with the rich nature of Witney, contact info@witney-tc.gov.uk.

The Green Spaces team are always looking for help with the
many tasks they do on a daily basis. If you like working outside
with the rich nature of Witney, contact info@witney-tc.gov.uk. www.witney-tc.gov.ukwww.witney-tc.gov.uk

A tree at Witney Lake covered in Irmine
Moth Webbing
A tree at Witney Lake covered in Irmine
Moth Webbing

There's a wonderful variety of flowers blooming
around Witney currently, with flourishing wildflowers
in Windrush Cemetery and at our roundabouts, and
tulips blossoming in trees!

The Tulip Tree (Liriodendron) is an excellent choice for
urban environments due to its hardy nature and
exceptional tolerance to pollution, making it a popular
option for towns and cities alike. And aren’t they
beautiful?

Our Works Team are also busy planting the summer
flower beds around town, so we look forward to
seeing even more colour once they begin to bloom.
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WTC
Green Initiatives

Corn Exchange Film Screening
As part of Great Big Green Week, the Witney
Corn Exchange is excited to host a special
film screening of "National Emergency
Briefing" on 27 July 2026. This event
promises to be an enlightening experience,
bringing the community together to explore
important environmental themes through
cinema.

Attendees can look forward to a thought-
provoking film that aligns with the values of
sustainability and environmental awareness.
To secure your spot at this unique event, be
sure to book your tickets through
Eventbrite. Monday 27 July 2026
Look out for more information to come soon.

Litter
Picking
Equipment

Thermal
Imaging
Camera

Tools available for free booking from
Witney Town Council:

Contact us by emailing info@witney-tc.gov.uk



GRASS

BRASS
on the 

W I T N E Y  T O W N  B A N D  P R E S E N T S ,

BRING A BLANKET OR CHAIRS & JOIN WITNEY TOWN BAND FOR AN
AFTERNOON OF LIVE MUSIC.

The Leys, Witney, OX28 4BA
Sunday 2  Augustnd

14:30 – 16:30

Oxlease Park, Witney, OX28 3JZ
Sunday 5  Julyth

(Opposite Cogges Farm Museum)
14:30 – 16:30



Entries can be submitted by email, post or delivered to the Town
Council office. Download the Witney Town Council Christmas Light
Competition 2026 template from our social media or you can
simply draw a square on a sheet of A4 paper. 

Please submit your entries to: info@witney-tc.gov.uk
or Witney Town Council, Town Hall, Market Square, Witney, OX28
6AG. Closing Date is Friday 10  July 2026th

It may seem early to start thinking about Christmas, but we have a
light to design in time for the holidays! 

Our Christmas Light Competition is open to any child of primary
school age attending school or resident in Witney. We also
welcome entries from children enrolled in Witney community
groups, such as Brownies, Beavers and others.

The winning design will be turned into a super-size 1.5m x 1.5m
light, which will be installed on the Town Hall this year as an
integral part of the town’s Christmas display. The Town Council also
displays some, still serviceable winning lights, from previous years.

Design Template (see
next page for full size)

Children’s Christmas Light
Design Competition

More information and the design template can be
found here:

www.witney-tc.gov.uk/news/witney-town-
council-christmas-light-competition-2026-open-
for-entries/

http://ww.witney-tc.gov.uk/news/witney-town-council-christmas-light-competition-2026-open-for-entries/
http://ww.witney-tc.gov.uk/news/witney-town-council-christmas-light-competition-2026-open-for-entries/
http://ww.witney-tc.gov.uk/news/witney-town-council-christmas-light-competition-2026-open-for-entries/
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Who Does What?
Our diagram illustrates the different services provided by
local councils, Town, District and County serving Witney

For further information or phone numbers on specific enquiries, please refer to each council’s website 

FixMyStreet.com is a website where you can report a problem in
your local area. It is the best place to report problems with
pavements, roads, street furniture, or lighting. The website will
direct the problem to the organisation responsible.

info@witney-tc.gov.uk

01993 704379
Available from 9am to 5pm

Monday to Thursday, 9am to
4.30pm Friday

customer.services@
westoxon.gov.uk  
01993 861000

Available from 9am to 2pm
Monday to Friday

Contact form on
OCC website

01865 792422
General Enquiries Number

8.30am - 5pm, Monday - Thursday and 
8.30am - 4pm Friday

https://www.canva.com/design/DAE_5_p7HKc/edit
https://www.fixmystreet.com/
https://www.fixmystreet.com/
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