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In this issue:

A SUMMER OF MUSIC CORN EXCHANGE
DRAWS TO A CLOSE st

up in October

Tunes on the Square at the Corn Exchange Witney

has brought a brilliant atmosphere to the Market IN BLOOM
Square every Friday, with audiences growing week WHEELBARROWS
after week. A huge thank you to everyone who has EHIIIETS E0E! e PTZEs
joined us, to all the talented musicians who have YOUTH SERVICES
entertained us throughout the summer, to Smarts

! : , GRANTS 2026
Fish & Chips for keeping everyone well fed, and to Read about the youth
all the staff who have worked hard to make each organisations receiving

grants this year

event happen. If you're looking for more events, we
have included the Corn Exchange's October What's
On in this autumn issue.

If you need this newsletter in any other form, please contact communities@witney-tc.gov.uk


https://www.facebook.com/cornexchangewitney?__cft__[0]=AZhVof-YREgCf4bO9dz4VghbBPG04dyGbLu7UdriTIUhH6EdxyzBxW1SEmQluaGVWQ5GIC6eK5dn0zqXajeNaaKeeva9QZDRY1cmdp-Et-anzIbI_j7xV999QrzgfZGZoo7tNMQGoY4&__tn__=-]K-R
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It has been another magical year of wheelbarrows planted by
the local primary schools and this year's theme, "Sensory
Barrows", inspired an amazing collection of imaginative displays,
all designed to engage the senses. We were also delighted that
every entry avoided single-use plastics, helping to make the
competition more sustainable. With over 400 votes cast it was
actually really close for the people's choice.

Every barrow was a winner, but our judges and carnival visitors
had the difficult job of choosing their favourites.

Ui

Mayor's Choice: The Blake's School
MP's Choice: The Batt School
= People's Choice: Windrush Primary School

A huge thank you to every school that took part. The =
wheelbarrows were enjoyed by residents in local care homes over MP Char\iiMaﬁﬂard and his

- oA rerai . favourite wheelbarrow, earning
the summer, and everyone who entered received a nature the award ‘MP's Choice’ (2026)

themed prize, with an extra little something for our three winners.

The planted wheelba s for 2026

Be Our Guest?

Each year we offer a barrow to a charity or not for profit organisation working with young or
vulnerable people in Witney. If you'd like to be considered for next year contact
info@witney-tc.gov.uk.
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Prizes with the ayor
Deputy Mayor

Mayor of Witney at one of the winning
. . . . schools, The Batt CofE School
Following the very popular voting at Witney Carnival, g

the Mayor of Witney ClIr Jane Doughty and Deputy
Mavyor Cllr Sandra Simpson visited the local primary
schools to congratulate them on their winning awards.

Each winning school received a Nature Explorer Kit to
support their future wildlife activities, along with a
certificate celebrating their achievement.

We are very proud and grateful for the young people in
Witney taking part in our competitions. It is always
exciting to see what interesting and creative ideas they

. Cardfully place,your Worm here.
have come up with. oy imi“'i'ﬂ""w‘?‘ﬁ”%
A big thank you to all the schools who joined in this ol »

i s
year. Photo of Nature Explorer Kit Contents
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Witney Youth Council at the Carnival 4 A4

During this year’s Witney Carnival, Youth Council ran a stand
alongside the town council where they did an excellent job
engaging with young people. They gathered views on an issue that
is important to them - the proposed under-16 social media ban,
and received a range of different views from Witney's young
people.

They also provided games, activities
and cold drinks, creating a
welcoming and interactive space
throughout the day.

'iﬁv \"V < VV Yg < ?v \"\3/ < Sur\;eyresultsandthéchalboarddesigmed

by the Witney Youth Council (2026)

=7

Witney Town Council Volunteers’ Picnic ~~ | 4 ‘7

In August, we took the before everyone enjoyed the
opportunity to thank our sunshine (or, more likely, the
amazing Witney Town Band, shade!) and relaxed to the
Witney and District Museum ,  sounds of the town band.
and Witney Youth Council The Mayor and Deputy

volunteers by inviting them to ~ Mayor of Witney also joined
a picnic at The Leys, during the us for a catch-up and a chat
town band's last performance  with our wonderful

i

Youth Counc rp k?ng

of the summer. volunteers.
— 1 : e Ourvolunteers work so hard ~ If you've been inspired to get
: to help us with our events, involved, we'd love to hear
their enthusiasm always from you. Feel free to
being appreciated. We are contact any of the
ety & incredibly grateful for their organisations mentioned to
Witney onad generosity in giving up their find out a_bOUt their -
time for the community. volunteering opportunities,

Witney Youth Councillors
spent part of the afternoon
carrying out a litter pick
around the recreation
grounds in support of Love
Parks Week,

or, if you're interested in
volunteering with Witney
Town Council, contact us at
info@witney-tc.gov.uk.

=,/

Volunteers' Picnic Refreshments
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We had an amazing time at OPA Play Day in early
August, organised by Oxfordshire Play Association -
OPA alongside a wonderful range of local charities and
organisations.

It was lovely to see so many families getting involved in
our activities, whether making bracelets and necklaces,
creating paper bugs and habitats, or decorating a
custom plant pot. Best of all, everyone was able to take
home something unique that they had made

Families making bracelets and paper bugs

themselves, completely free of charge. at play day (2026)
Free events like OPA Play Day are so e
important for families in Witney; they give *
children the opportunity to get creative, %

without the worry of cost.

i)
They are also a great example of our s
community coming together and ~
©o_¢© ® showcasing the fantastic organisations and \' -
) 9 services available locally.

play, and make memories over the summer f* Ry

Thank you to everyone who came along and took part. We hope you had as much fun as we
did, and we look forward to seeing you again next year!

2026 OPA Play Day




What's hzigpmin% in
our Green Spaces?

New Interpretation Boards at
Witney Lake & Country Park

We're delighted to have welcomed new interpretation
boards installed at two entrances of Witney Lake &
Country Park: Mill Meadow and the Avenue Two
entrance.

AT > e
The new interpretation board at
Avenue Two (2026)

The new signage, part-funded by Oxfordshire County
Council, the Lower Windrush Valley Project and
Freshwater Habitats Trust, provides visitors with helpful
information about the park’s local flora and fauna,
walking routes and seating areas, as well as a detailed
map to help them navigate the park and make the most
of their visit.

We hope the new maps and information will give visitors
a greater sense of place and help them discover even
more of this wonderful Local Wildlife Site and Local
Nature Reserve.

-
The new interpretation board at Mill
Meadow (2026)
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Interested in volunteering?

The Green Spaces team are always looking for help with the
many tasks they do on a daily basis. If you like working outside
with the rich nature of Witney, contact info@witney-tc.gov.uk.




Road Verge Nature |
Reserve at Burford Road

A section of land along Burford Road has now been
designated as a Road Verge Nature Reserve (RVNR) by
Oxfordshire County Council, joining the approximately 57
existing RVNRs across Oxfordshire.

Rather than being regularly mowed, the area will be
allowed to grow naturally, creating space for a greater
variety of plants and providing valuable food and habitat
for local wildlife. Regular monitoring will take place to
ensure this wildlife value is maintained or enhanced over
time. The verge is already home to a range of wildflowers
and plants, including Great Mullein, Musk Mallow, : i <
Knapweed, Yarrow, Tansy and Woolly Thistle. The designation signage (2026

New signage has also been installed so that passers-by can learn more about the species
growing here and take a closer look at the plants that call the verge home.

You can read about Road Verge Nature Reserves in further detail, including the locations of
the other 56 RVNRs, on the OCC website.
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Investing in our Young People

Witney Town Council’s

Youth Services Grants

~ F

Witney Town Council is proud to announce
the allocation of its annual Youth Services
Grant to nine youth-focused organisations
across the town.

The Council was unable to fund every
application in full. Each submission was
nevertheless carefully considered, with funding
prioritised for new and sustainable projects that
most closely aligned with the objectives of the
scheme for the Witney Community. Particular
emphasis was placed on inclusive, preventative
and open-access initiatives that are accessible
to young people in Witney, clearly signposted
and able to demonstrate a positive impact.

The successful applicants and their funded
projects are:

The Witney Buttercross Scouts received
£5,000 towards essential infrastructure and
environmental improvements at The Old Oak,
a newly approved 6.5-acre campsite and
outdoor activity hub in North Leigh. The
project will provide hundreds of Witney-based
Scouts with access to a safe, accessible and
inclusive outdoor recreation facility, while also
creating opportunities to work alongside other
local youth groups and primary schools.

1st North Leigh Guides were awarded £500
towards a sailing session at Farmoor Reservoir,

providing young people with an affordable
opportunity to develop new skills, build
confidence and take part in an adventurous
outdoor activity.

The Benefice of Witney received £2,000 to
support an open-access weekly youth café for
young people in Witney. The sessions will offer
free activities, crafts and wellbeing support,
alongside a safe and welcoming environment
where young people can build positive
relationships with trusted adults.

Yellow Submarine received £1,500 to deliver
its Witney Youth Club summer activities for
families with learning-disabled children aged
11-18 across Witney and West Oxfordshire.
Small groups of 12-16 young people will take
part in stimulating activities within the local
community, providing families with respite
while helping young people develop
confidence, independence and friendships.

Aspire were awarded £2,500 for small-group
tuition for 50-100 young people aged 16-24
at their Witney Hub. The sessions will help
participants strengthen their essential skills and
build a stronger foundation for their future.




Hope After Harm received £1,000 to support its
trauma-informed mentoring programme for
young people in Witney experiencing significant
challenges, including trauma, exclusion or risk of
exclusion, conflict and other barriers. The
programme provides individual support designed
to help young people navigate these challenges
and make positive progress.

Courtside Hubs CIC were awarded £2,000 for
their Schools Outreach Project, which will take a
targeted approach across up to 14 schools,
reaching an estimated 3,000-4,000 children over
the year. The project will provide free pickleball
and physical activity sessions, alongside activity
festivals where pupils can access masterclasses
and free tennis, padel and pickleball
opportunities.

Be Free Young Carers received £2,000 towards
their 13+ and 8-12 Youth Groups, which meet
monthly throughout the year. The groups
provide young carers with a safe and supportive
space away from their caring responsibilities, with
food, opportunities to build friendships with
peers facing similar challenges and access to
youth worker wellbeing support.

A representative from Be Free Young Carers
commented:

"Be Free Young Carers are incredibly grateful for
the support from Witney Town Council. The
charity expanded into Witney in 2025

Witney Skatepark (2024)

and has been delighted to see young carers
registering from across the town.

This funding will allow us to deepen the
support we are able to offer these young carers
in need."

In addition, Home-Start were awarded
£12,000 to support their programme of free
weekly groups and summer activities for babies,
toddlers and young families across Witney,
including specialist provision for children with
SEND.

Cllr Thomas Ashby, Chair of the Stronger
Communities Committee, said:

‘I am deeply proud to help deliver this funding;
by investing in everything from weekly youth
cafes to mental health and outdoor activities,
we are ensuring Witney's young people get the
safe spaces, mentorship, and opportunities they
deserve."

ClIr Ruth Smith, Leader of the Council, added:

"Once again, the committee was pleased to
award Youth Grants to initiatives that brought
new opportunities to Witney' young people. A
brilliant investment in our future."

www.witney-tc.gov.uk/services/grants
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Lives in Stone: Witney's
Everyday Histories

In September, we opened the Tower Hill
Cemetery Chapel for two days as part of the
Heritage Open Days initiative, featuring some
new trails, walks and taking visitors through

the history of the area. b 2| o B0t
Fraboo

5 | Aot
It was lovely to welcome a wide variety of | ‘/{_L\ (G (*"_""
residents of all ages and backgrounds to enjoy | 5\ ‘Z/,EUJ“’:J"W:W
our exhibition and the cemetery trails we had
prepared. The children’s trail, which took you
through on a journey to some of the most
interesting features of the cemetery, while the
adults’ trail introduced you to some important
names that helped shape the history of
Witney, such as Thomas Early and Alice Maud
Batt.

Alongside a selection of historic documents
and exhibition boards, the first burial book for
the cemetery was also on show, with the first
burial dating back to 1857. The occupations of
residents at that time ranged from Pauper to a
Gentleman of Independent Means, and from
Blanket Weaver to Workhouse Worker, all
handwritten in a book dating back over a .
century.

We would like to gratefully thank the over 100
residents who joined us in taking a step back
through time. We hope you enjoyed
yourselves as much as we did!

day, including the first burial book for
Tower Hill Cemetery




£1,000 Discretionary Grant towards new e-bike
for the Witney Neighbourhood Policing Team

Witney Town Council was pleased to award a £1,000
Discretionary Grant towards the purchase of a new e-
bike for the Witney Neighbourhood Policing Team.

Commenting on the grant, Thames Valley Police said:
“The e-bike will enhance community engagement,
improve response times, and contribute to building
safer and more connected neighbourhoods.”

Clir Thomas Ashby, Chair of the Stronger
Communities Committee, commented:

“The local Neighbourhood Policing Team does vital
work keeping our community safe, and this new e-bike
is a brilliant tool to support their efforts. It allows
officers and PCSOs to stay highly visible, cover more
ground across Witney, and build stronger, face-to-face
connections with residents in every part of our great
town.”

. . e Mayor Jane Doughty with the Witney
Cllr Ruth Smith, Leader of the Council, added: “It’s Neighbourhood Policing Team

great to see our Neighbourhood Policing Team nimble
enough to beat traffic, cutting emissions and reaching ==+ THAMES VALLEY

parts of Witney other modes of transport cannot P o L I c E
reach”

New Biodiversity Bus Shelter on Oxford Hill

Purchased by Witney Town Council following a
recommendation from the Stronger Communities Committee,
the shelter forms part of our commitment to upgrading bus
shelters across the town. The project was supported by grant
funding from Community Action Group, Witney Town Hall
Charity, Climate Action Oxfordshire and Oxfordshire County
Council.

The new shelter replaces the previous vandalised shelter,
which had been left with no perspex. The bin was also
relocated by the District Council to improve disability access.
The two shades of green help the shelter blend into its
surroundings, while the lime-green flash makes the seating
The new living Bus Shelter (2026) area easier to identify for people with visual impairments.




Awards and Accreditations
]

Witney Town Council's St George's Day Event in
April won the Oxfordshire Association of Local
Council's award for Community Event of The
Year 2026.

f)] COMMUNITY EVENT
OF THE YEAR

The event was planned as a family-friendly
inclusive event celebrating Witney's heritage, our
front line services and everything which makes
Witney special for everyone.

Contributors to the event included Witney Vikings, 1,
local clubs, food providers, Witney Museum, The .
Shake Shop, Blizzard Security, and frontline
services. It was supported by the Town Crier, A
Mayor, Deputy Mayor, local primary schools, and < ¢=N
businesses participating in various competitions. :
The success of the day reflects the strength of ad \ﬁ =
community partnership. Thank you to everyone
who worked with Witney Town Council to make it :
happen, and to the many staff, councillors and Photos from the event and the certificate for
volunteers whose efforts behind the scenes Community Event of the Year 2026
helped bring the event to life.

Witney Lake and Country Park Receives Local Wildlife Site Status

In June, Witney Lake and Country Park was
awarded Local Wildlife Site status, recognising |
the site’s significant ecological value and the
continued dedication to protecting and
enhancing biodiversity across the park.

Local Wildlife Sites are recognised for their
importance in supporting wildlife habitats and
species at a county level. They play a significant
role in conserving biodiversity, protecting
natural landscapes, and creating spaces where
both wildlife and communities can thrive
together. The designation highlights the
ecological importance of Witney Lake and
Country Park and the ongoing commitment to
sensitive environmental management.

Witney Lake (2;625) |




Witney Cemeteries Awards

Witney Town Council has been recognised with a Silver Award
in the 2026 Cemetery of the Year Awards, alongside Gold
Standard certification for both of the Town's cemeteries.

Councillor Ruth Smith, Leader of Witney Town Council, said:

“Both the Silver Award and the Gold Standards achieved by our two z
cemeteries are a reflection of the diligence and care that Town S
Council staff show day in, day out. From officers making the :
arrangements that matter at the hardest time of people’s lives, to
the works team tending the beautiful grounds and plots themselves,
everything is carried out with care and respect. Regular feedback
from the Friends of the Cemeteries group has also contributed to
the high standards we see today.”

The recognition reflects Witney Town Council's ongoing
commitment to maintaining its cemeteries to a high standard,
while providing welcoming, well-cared-for spaces for the
community.

Certificates and photo at the awards

Witney Town Council Finalist for Oxford Climate Awards 2026

In September, Witney town

council were shortlisted for the = g
. itney Town Council

Oxford Climate Awards g

2026, as a result of

development and management

in the biodiversity of our green

spaces.

Biodiversity and Ecc

A section for the article in the Oxford Times reads:

“Biodiversity is considered in every aspect of Witney Town Council’s approach to managing green
spaces and planning for the future. Supporting wildlife, strengthening climate resilience, improving
public spaces and enhancing community wellbeing lies at the heart of its work.”

The award ceremony is scheduled for later this month, with final placements yet to be
confirmed. We are thrilled to have been shortlisted and eagerly anticipate future
advancements in our green spaces.

These awards join the collection of Witney Town Council’s awards and accreditations, the full
list of which you can find on our website: www.witney-tc.gov.uk/awards-and-accreditations



Children’s Christmas Card
Desigh Competition

Every year, Witney Town Council ask primary school-aged : e e
children in Witney to design the most festive drawing for the @ AT
Mayor's Official Christmas Card. This card is sent to local councils, : s et 2025
organisations, and partners of the Town Council. It's a great rainy-

day or classroom activity to get the creativity flowing!

There will be one winner and a few runners-up, all chosen by the
Mayor, ClIr Jane Doughty.

The competition is open to any child currently at Primary School [

in Witney and we also welcome entries from children enrolled in

Witney community groups, such as Brownies, Beavers and others, o ot Pty o b e b
as well as entries from primary age children resident in Witney. e ‘
Entries can be submitted by email, post or delivered to the Town Design Template (see

Council office. The template can be downloaded from our website next page for full size)
at the link below or you can simply draw a square on a sheet of A4

paper.

Don't forget to include your name, age, school, and your contact
details with the artwork. The closing date for this competition is
Friday 16th October 2026.

Please submit your entries to: Y
Email: info@witney-tc.gov.uk X

Post:
Christmas Card Competition
Witney Town Council

The Town Hall

Market Square

Witney
0OX28 6AG

More information and the design template can be found here:

www.witney-tc.gov.uk/news/witney-town-council-childrens-
christmas-card-competition-2026/



WITNEY

-y, TOWN COUNCIL

Witney Town Council
Christmas Card Competition 2026

Primary School/ Witney
Community Group e.g
Brownies/ BeaversetC ====s=cccccccccccacccaaa==

Design Guidelines: Please keep your drawing well within the lines of the square above or
submit on plain paper A4. Use bold colours as these will reproduce well when printed.

Please send your entries to: info@witney-te.gov.uk or by post to Witney Town Council, Town Hall, Market Square,
Witney OX28 6AG. Don't forget to include your name, school/group and contact details with your artwork



T

Christmas
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CHRISTMAS TREE SPONSORSHIP £1500

By sponsoring a Christmas tree, your organisation will play a key role
in bringing Christmas to life in Witney while benefiting from positive
brand exposure, community goodwill and association with a
much-loved local tradition.

e Exclusive photo opportunity with the Mayor or Deputy Mayor
of Witney for use in your own marketing and publicity.

e Acknowledgement across Witney Town Council's website and social
media channels and inclusion in post-event sponsor thank-you
communications.

e Opportunity to display your organisation's banner on your
sponsored tree panel throughout the festive period.

¢ |nvitation for two guests to attend the Christmas Lights Switch-On
event in the exclusive Sponsors Reception Area at the Corn
Exchange 1863 Café (more information online).

Turn over for
www.witney-tc.gov.uk more packages!

WINEY  BEBR®  (



CHILDREN'’S CHRISTMAS LIGHT
SPONSORSHIP

Each year, Witney Town Council invites local primary school pupils
to design a festive Christmas light. The winning design is professionally

manufactured and becomes part of the town’s Christmas lights : ALY s
display, proudly illuminating the side of the Town Hall throughout the N ﬁ, ol e
festive season. ) A %14! LR

Exclusive photo opportunity with the competition winner, the
Mayor or Deputy Mayor of Witney and the Christmas light.
Acknowledgement across Witney Town Council's website and social
media channels.

Inclusion in post-event sponsor thank-you communications.
Company logo featured within the Advent Fayre sponsor

photo booth area on Sunday 29 November 2026.

Santa's Grotto at the
2024 Advent Fayre ADVENT FAYRE EVENT SPONSORSHIP
; : Bring festive joy to Witney families by sponsoring the sell-out
Advent Fayre: a popular, free community event that draws
huge local crowds. Held at the historic Corn Exchange, the
Fayre transforms the rooms into a magical Christmas
experience, with lots of arts and crafts activities, a branded
photo booth and the infamous Santa’s Grotto.
Exclusive access to a large, captive audience
High brand visibility at a flagship festive event with your logo
showcased on tables and the popular photobooth
Multi-channel brand promotion leading up to and £50 PER I

during the event
Opportunities for community engagement with your ]:Q,ABTLE

own craft table

a A

EIM-%EE Interested in sponsoring or want to learn more?
i a I_jﬁ Scan this QR code or contact us on

-
LR g 01993 704379

info@witney-tc.gov.uk
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Who Does What?

This diagram illustrates the different services provided by
local councils, Town, District and County serving Witney
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Footpaths

Public Rights of Way

Waste and Recycling
Centres e.g Dix Pit

FixMyStreet.com is a website where you can report a problem in
your local area. It is the best place to report problems with
pavements, roads, street furniture, or lighting. The website will
direct the problem to the organisation responsible.

@) FixMyStreet

NWZ customer.services@

westoxon.gov.uk
WEST OXFORDSHIRE ‘

’ Contact form on
OCC website
OXFORDSHIRE

counTy councir R 01865 792422

P info@witney-tc.gov.uk
General Enquiries Number
8.30am - 5pm, Monday - Thursday and

WITNEY & 01993 704379
i WITHS
8.30am - 4pm Friday

01993 861000 .
Available from 9am to 5pm
For further information or phone numbers on specific enquiries, please refer to each council’s website

Available from 9am to 2pm
Monday to Friday

Monday to Thursday, 9am to

DISTRICT COUNCIL
4.30pm Friday


https://www.canva.com/design/DAE_5_p7HKc/edit
https://www.fixmystreet.com/
https://www.fixmystreet.com/

Council Land Responsibility Map

Below shows the different land owned by local councils,
Town, District and County serving Witney

(4 WITNEY

WEST OXFORDSHIRE 7 TOWN COUNCIL
DISTRICT COUNCIL

Above you will find a snapshot of the Council Land Responsibility
Map. This is a document where you can find which Council owns
what land, and who to contact if you have an issue.

2[5

The document is large and must be zoomed into for
Tl
Y

smaller areas of land. You can find the document on
our webpage here:

]

T
ki

www.witney-tc.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/Existing-land-responsibilities-Witney.pdf



Who are Witney’s unsung heroes?

Young carers, community gardeners, sports group leaders, charity organisers
and people who simply go that extra mile for others. What do they all have in
common?

They have all been recognised in previous Witney Citizen of the Year Awards!

Now we're looking for the people, groups and organisations who deserve their
moment in the spotlight in 2026.

This year, we particularly want to hear about our young people. There are so
many doing brilliant things — caring for others, running clubs, fundraising,

volunteering, helping younger children and supporting their communities. If
you know a young person who deserves recognition, please nominate them!

The awards include:
Citizen of the Year — 18 and over
Young Citizen of the Year — 17 and under
Organisation, Group or Sports Team of the Year

There are also awards for Outstanding - I p
Itizen of the Year an
. A A WITNEY
Merit, Outstanding Commitment to @ e Civic Awards 2026

Public Service and Outstanding : R

Contribution. ) - e
Ft% Citizen'®:

,, of the Year

Awards

And after a few years away, we're
delighted to bring back the Best
Allotment award! So, if you know
someone with a particularly fabulous
plot, we want to hear about it!

Nominees must live in Witney or carry
out the work for which they are
nominated in Witney.

Nominations close on 10 January 2027.

Nominate someone here: www.witney-tc.gov.uk/citizen-of-the-year-and-the-civic-reception

Or contact Witney Town Council for a nomination form. _F .I"-'"El

info@witney-tc.gov.uk 01993 704 379



https://www.witney-tc.gov.uk/citizen-of-the-year-and-the-civic-reception

Volunteers
Needed

By volunteering with Citizens
Advice Oxfordshire, you can
help make a real difference
in the lives of those who

need it most.

How you
can help:

Admin and customer service
Giving information advice
and client support Find out
Research and Campaigns

o . more
Communications and social

media www.caox.org.uk/
volunteering

If you are passionate about making a
difference and have some time that you
would be willing to give to our charity,
we would love to hear from you.

. 0808 169 6031 @ www.caox.org.uk

@ The Old Print House, Marlborough Lane, Witney OX28 6DY
Drop-in hours: Monday, Wednesday, Thursday & Friday
9:30am - 1:00pm

citizens .
Sohice Oxfordshire




CORN EXCHANGE

THEATRE - - COMMUNITY EVENTS

MUSIC

CINEMA

MUSIC

THEATRE EVENT

MARKET

WHAT'S ON?

Shadowing Hank For full listing, tickets
Saturday 17" October . .
and more info, pick up a
brochure at the Corn

Daytime Cinema: The Exchange Cafe or visit:

Guernsey Literary and
Potato Peel Pie Society
Tuesday 20" October www.cornexchangewitney.org.uk

Music Box Events:
Hank Theessink solo

blues sho»&v
Friday 23" October

West Oxfordshire //,

District CourLciI Job Fair
Thursday 29" October

Witney Dramatic
Society Present: The
Hound of the
Baskervilles

Thursday 29*" -
Saturday 31° October

Mynt Image Market
Saturday §O“I‘\40ctober




HEAD TO WWW.CORNEXCHANGEWITNEY.ORG.UK
FOR TICKETS, TIMINGS, AND MORE INFO

AT THE CORN EXCHANGE DAYTIME CINEMA

LILY JAMES  MICHIEL HUISMAN
FS:{:I-HH -I;..' Y =

THE BEST |

THEﬁ/N
GUERNSEY

LITERARY & POTATO
PEEL PIE SOCIETY

o

BASED OMN THE

INTERNATIONAL BESTSELLER


https://www.cornexchangewitney.org.uk/

Service

10am - Road closures take
effect

Lest
we forget

10:45am - Cadets and
local organisations march
to War Memorial

10:50am - Service takes place

11am - 2 minutes silence
followed by laying of wreaths

11:30am - End of Service &
groups to disperse followed by
Church service at St. Mary's

Any personal wreaths may
be laid at the Memorial
once the service has
concluded

Sunday 8th November 2026 at the Market Square Road closures to be lifted after

Service - no later than 1pm

Lost Children & ! . Firs:ind A
Vulnerable Persons ocated at the

Head to Town Hall  Wetherspoon's side
undercroft

of the Buttercross

Mina

h i
%‘ulll':.g: Centre
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	WITNEY TOWN COUNCIL
	AUTUMN NEWSLETTER 2026
	Tunes on the Square (2026)
	In this issue:
	CORN EXCHANGE
	WHAT’S ON
	IN BLOOM WHEELBARROWS
	YOUTH SERVICES GRANTS 2026

	A SUMMER OF MUSIC  DRAWS TO A CLOSE
	See what’s coming
	up in October
	Winners and the prizes
	Read about the youth organisations receiving grants this year
	If you need this newsletter in any other form, please contact communities@witney-tc.gov.uk

	Schools In Bloom Wheelbarrows
	It has been another magical year of wheelbarrows planted by the local primary schools and this year's theme, "Sensory Barrows", inspired an amazing collection of imaginative displays, all designed to engage the senses. We were also delighted that every entry avoided single-use plastics, helping to make the competition more sustainable. With over 400 votes cast it was actually really close for the people's choice.
	Every barrow was a winner, but our judges and carnival visitors had the difficult job of choosing their favourites.
	🏆 Mayor's Choice: The Blake's School
	🏆 MP's Choice: The Batt School
	🏆 People's Choice: Windrush Primary School
	A huge thank you to every school that took part. The wheelbarrows were enjoyed by residents in local care homes over the summer, and everyone who entered received a nature-themed prize, with an extra little something for our three winners.
	MP Charlie Maynard and his favourite wheelbarrow, earning the award ‘MP’s Choice’ (2026)

	Be Our Guest?
	Each year we offer a barrow to a charity or not for profit organisation working with young or vulnerable people in Witney. If you’d like to be considered for next year contact
	info@witney-tc.gov.uk.


	Prizes with the Mayor and Deputy Mayor
	Following the very popular voting at Witney Carnival, the Mayor of Witney Cllr Jane Doughty and Deputy Mayor Cllr Sandra Simpson visited the local primary schools to congratulate them on their winning awards.
	Each winning school received a Nature Explorer Kit to support their future wildlife activities, along with a certificate celebrating their achievement.
	We are very proud and grateful for the young people in Witney taking part in our competitions. It is always exciting to see what interesting and creative ideas they have come up with.
	A big thank you to all the schools who joined in this year!
	www.witney-tc.gov.uk

	Witney Youth Council at the Carnival
	During this year’s Witney Carnival, Youth Council ran a stand alongside the town council where they did an excellent job engaging with young people. They gathered views on an issue that is important to them - the proposed under-16 social media ban, and received a range of different views from Witney’s young people.
	They also provided games, activities and cold drinks, creating a welcoming and interactive space throughout the day.

	Witney Town Council Volunteers’ Picnic
	In August, we took the opportunity to thank our amazing Witney Town Band, Witney and District Museum , and Witney Youth Council volunteers by inviting them to a picnic at The Leys, during the town band's last performance of the summer.
	before everyone enjoyed the sunshine (or, more likely, the shade!) and relaxed to the sounds of the town band. The Mayor and Deputy Mayor of Witney also joined us for a catch-up and a chat with our wonderful volunteers.
	Youth Council Litter Picking
	Witney Town Band

	Witney Youth Councillors spent part of the afternoon carrying out a litter pick around the recreation grounds in support of Love Parks Week,
	Our volunteers work so hard to help us with our events, their enthusiasm always being appreciated. We are incredibly grateful for their generosity in giving up their time for the community.
	If you've been inspired to get involved, we'd love to hear from you. Feel free to contact any of the organisations mentioned to find out about their volunteering opportunities, or, if you're interested in volunteering with Witney Town Council, contact us at info@witney-tc.gov.uk.
	Volunteers’ Picnic Refreshments
	joins in at

	OPA

	Play Day
	We had an amazing time at OPA Play Day in early August, organised by Oxfordshire Play Association - OPA alongside a wonderful range of local charities and organisations.
	It was lovely to see so many families getting involved in our activities, whether making bracelets and necklaces, creating paper bugs and habitats, or decorating a custom plant pot. Best of all, everyone was able to take home something unique that they had made themselves, completely free of charge.
	Families making bracelets and paper bugs at play day (2026)

	Free events like OPA Play Day are so important for families in Witney; they give children the opportunity to get creative, play, and make memories over the summer without the worry of cost.
	They are also a great example of our community coming together and showcasing the fantastic organisations and services available locally.
	Thank you to everyone who came along and took part. We hope you had as much fun as we did, and we look forward to seeing you again next year!
	2026 OPA Play Day


	What’s happening in our Green Spaces?
	New Interpretation Boards at Witney Lake & Country Park
	We’re delighted to have welcomed new interpretation boards installed at two entrances of Witney Lake & Country Park: Mill Meadow and the Avenue Two entrance.
	The new signage, part-funded by Oxfordshire County Council, the Lower Windrush Valley Project and Freshwater Habitats Trust, provides visitors with helpful information about the park’s local flora and fauna, walking routes and seating areas, as well as a detailed map to help them navigate the park and make the most of their visit.
	We hope the new maps and information will give visitors a greater sense of place and help them discover even more of this wonderful Local Wildlife Site and Local Nature Reserve.

	Interested in volunteering?
	The Green Spaces team are always looking for help with the many tasks they do on a daily basis. If you like working outside with the rich nature of Witney, contact info@witney-tc.gov.uk.


	Road Verge Nature Reserve at Burford Road
	A section of land along Burford Road has now been designated as a Road Verge Nature Reserve (RVNR) by Oxfordshire County Council, joining the approximately 57 existing RVNRs across Oxfordshire.
	Rather than being regularly mowed, the area will be allowed to grow naturally, creating space for a greater variety of plants and providing valuable food and habitat for local wildlife. Regular monitoring will take place to ensure this wildlife value is maintained or enhanced over time. The verge is already home to a range of wildflowers and plants, including Great Mullein, Musk Mallow, Knapweed, Yarrow, Tansy and Woolly Thistle.
	New signage has also been installed so that passers-by can learn more about the species growing here and take a closer look at the plants that call the verge home.
	You can read about Road Verge Nature Reserves in further detail, including the locations of the other 56 RVNRs, on the OCC website.
	www.witney-tc.gov.uk

	Investing in our Young People

	Witney Town Council’s Youth Services Grants
	In addition, Home-Start were awarded £12,000 to support their programme of free weekly groups and summer activities for babies, toddlers and young families across Witney, including specialist provision for children with SEND.
	Lives in Stone: Witney’s Everyday Histories
	In September, we opened the Tower Hill Cemetery Chapel for two days as part of the Heritage Open Days initiative, featuring some new trails, walks and taking visitors through the history of the area.
	It was lovely to welcome a wide variety of residents of all ages and backgrounds to enjoy our exhibition and the cemetery trails we had prepared. The children’s trail, which took you through on a journey to some of the most interesting features of the cemetery, while the adults’ trail introduced you to some important names that helped shape the history of Witney, such as Thomas Early and Alice Maud Batt.
	Alongside a selection of historic documents and exhibition boards, the first burial book for the cemetery was also on show, with the first burial dating back to 1857. The occupations of residents at that time ranged from Pauper to a Gentleman of Independent Means, and from Blanket Weaver to Workhouse Worker, all handwritten in a book dating back over a century.
	We would like to gratefully thank the over 100 residents who joined us in taking a step back through time. We hope you enjoyed yourselves as much as we did!

	£1,000 Discretionary Grant towards new e-bike for the Witney Neighbourhood Policing Team
	Witney Town Council was pleased to award a £1,000 Discretionary Grant towards the purchase of a new e-bike for the Witney Neighbourhood Policing Team.
	Commenting on the grant, Thames Valley Police said: “The e-bike will enhance community engagement, improve response times, and contribute to building safer and more connected neighbourhoods.”
	Cllr Thomas Ashby, Chair of the Stronger Communities Committee, commented:
	“The local Neighbourhood Policing Team does vital work keeping our community safe, and this new e-bike is a brilliant tool to support their efforts. It allows officers and PCSOs to stay highly visible, cover more ground across Witney, and build stronger, face-to-face connections with residents in every part of our great town.”
	Cllr Ruth Smith, Leader of the Council, added: “It’s great to see our Neighbourhood Policing Team nimble enough to beat traffic, cutting emissions and reaching parts of Witney other modes of transport cannot reach”
	New Biodiversity Bus Shelter on Oxford Hill
	Purchased by Witney Town Council following a recommendation from the Stronger Communities Committee, the shelter forms part of our commitment to upgrading bus shelters across the town. The project was supported by grant funding from Community Action Group, Witney Town Hall Charity, Climate Action Oxfordshire and Oxfordshire County Council.
	The new shelter replaces the previous vandalised shelter, which had been left with no perspex. The bin was also relocated by the District Council to improve disability access.
	The two shades of green help the shelter blend into its surroundings, while the lime-green flash makes the seating area easier to identify for people with visual impairments.


	Awards and Accreditations
	Witney Town Council’s St George's Day Event in April won the Oxfordshire Association of Local Council's award for Community Event of The Year 2026.
	The event was planned as a family-friendly inclusive event celebrating Witney’s heritage, our front line services and everything which makes Witney special for everyone.
	Contributors to the event included Witney Vikings, local clubs, food providers, Witney Museum, The Shake Shop, Blizzard Security, and frontline services. It was supported by the Town Crier, Mayor, Deputy Mayor, local primary schools, and businesses participating in various competitions.
	The success of the day reflects the strength of community partnership. Thank you to everyone who worked with Witney Town Council to make it happen, and to the many staff, councillors and volunteers whose efforts behind the scenes helped bring the event to life.
	Witney Lake and Country Park Receives Local Wildlife Site Status
	In June, Witney Lake and Country Park was awarded Local Wildlife Site status, recognising the site’s significant ecological value and the continued dedication to protecting and enhancing biodiversity across the park.
	Local Wildlife Sites are recognised for their importance in supporting wildlife habitats and species at a county level. They play a significant role in conserving biodiversity, protecting natural landscapes, and creating spaces where both wildlife and communities can thrive together. The designation highlights the ecological importance of Witney Lake and Country Park and the ongoing commitment to sensitive environmental management.


	Witney Cemeteries Awards
	Witney Town Council has been recognised with a Silver Award in the 2026 Cemetery of the Year Awards, alongside Gold Standard certification for both of the Town’s cemeteries.
	Councillor Ruth Smith, Leader of Witney Town Council, said:
	“Both the Silver Award and the Gold Standards achieved by our two cemeteries are a reflection of the diligence and care that Town Council staff show day in, day out. From officers making the arrangements that matter at the hardest time of people’s lives, to the works team tending the beautiful grounds and plots themselves, everything is carried out with care and respect. Regular feedback from the Friends of the Cemeteries group has also contributed to the high standards we see today.”
	The recognition reflects Witney Town Council’s ongoing commitment to maintaining its cemeteries to a high standard, while providing welcoming, well-cared-for spaces for the community.

	Witney Town Council Finalist for Oxford Climate Awards 2026
	In September, Witney town council were shortlisted for the Oxford Climate Awards 2026, as a result of development and management in the biodiversity of our green spaces.
	A section for the article in the Oxford Times reads:
	“Biodiversity is considered in every aspect of Witney Town Council’s approach to managing green spaces and planning for the future. Supporting wildlife, strengthening climate resilience,  improving public spaces and enhancing community wellbeing lies at the heart of its work.”
	The award ceremony is scheduled for later this month, with final placements yet to be confirmed. We are thrilled to have been shortlisted and eagerly anticipate future advancements in our green spaces.
	These awards join the collection of Witney Town Council’s awards and accreditations, the full list of which you can find on our website: www.witney-tc.gov.uk/awards-and-accreditations

	Children’s Christmas Card Design Competition
	OX28 6AG
	More information and the design template can be found here:

	www.witney-tc.gov.uk/news/witney-town-council-childrens-christmas-card-competition-2026/

	2026
	Christmas
	Lights
	Help your brand glow  by sponsoring the Witney Christmas lights
	Sponsorship
	One side Only
	£1500
	Christmas Tree Sponsorship
	www.witney-tc.gov.uk




	£500
	Children’s Christmas Light Sponsorship
	+ VAT

	Advent Fayre Event Sponsorship
	Bring festive joy to Witney families by sponsoring the sell-out Advent Fayre: a popular, free community event that draws huge local crowds. Held at the historic Corn Exchange, the Fayre transforms the rooms into a magical Christmas experience, with lots of arts and crafts activities, a branded photo booth and the infamous Santa’s Grotto.
	£50 per table
	Interested in sponsoring or want to learn more?
	Scan this QR code or contact us on
	01993 704379
	info@witney-tc.gov.uk



	Who Does What?
	This diagram illustrates the different services provided by local councils, Town, District and County serving Witney
	FixMyStreet.com is a website where you can report a problem in your local area. It is the best place to report problems with pavements, roads, street furniture, or lighting. The website will direct the problem to the organisation responsible.
	Contact form on OCC website
	01865 792422
	customer.services@westoxon.gov.uk
	01993 861000
	info@witney-tc.gov.uk
	01993 704379
	For further information or phone numbers on specific enquiries, please refer to each council’s website


	Council Land Responsibility Map
	Below shows the different land owned by local councils, Town, District and County serving Witney
	Key:
	Above you will find a snapshot of the Council Land Responsibility Map. This is a document where you can find which Council owns what land, and who to contact if you have an issue.
	The document is large and must be zoomed into for smaller areas of land. You can find the document on our webpage here:


	Who are Witney’s unsung heroes?
	Nominations close on 10 January 2027.

	For full listing,  tickets and more info, pick up a brochure at the Corn Exchange Cafe or visit:
	NEXT ON
	AT THE CORN EXCHANGE DAYTIME CINEMA

	Remembrance
	Service
	Lest
	we forget
	10am  - Road closures take effect
	10:45am - Cadets and local organisations march to War Memorial
	10:50am - Service takes place
	11am - 2 minutes silence followed by laying of wreaths
	11:30am - End of Service & groups to disperse followed by Church service at St. Mary’s
	Any personal wreaths may be laid at the Memorial once the service has concluded
	Locations
	First Aid
	Located at the Wetherspoon’s side of the Buttercross

	Sunday 8th November 2026 at the Market Square
	Lost Children & Vulnerable Persons
	Head to Town Hall undercroft


	All Welcome



